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24-2.5 AUTHORI TY HAVI NG JURI SDI CTI ON

A

Pur pose

To designate the Authority Having Jurisdiction for the Indian
Heal th Service (IHS).

Definitions

(1) CODE - Wien the termcode is used in this policy it shal
inmply a nationally recognized code, standard, and/or
gui del i ne.

(2) ENFORCEMENT - The act of verifying that the requirenents of a
code are in full conpliance with the |atest applicable
edition of that code and/or interpretations of the IHS
Authority Having Jurisdiction. Lack of enforcenent triggers
an imediate witten citation and requires a nmandatory
nodi fication or correction of the deficiency to bring it into
conpliance with the agency position on the code.

(3) | MPLEMENTATI ON - The act of inplenenting requirenents that
are so clearly outlined in the code that interpretations by
the user are not necessary. Interpretation by the Authority
Havi ng Jurisdiction are not necessary.

(4) | NTERPRETATI ON - The act of nmmking judgenent(s) when
i mpl erentation of code requirenents are not specific enough
for a user to deternmine the intent of the code.
Interpretation of a code requires a thorough know edge t hat
can only be obtained through specialized training, and
experi ence.

(5) EQUI VALENCY - Conpliance with the intent of a code in a
manner that other authorized qualified interpreting officials
woul d concur that what is being prescribed as an equi val ent
to the code is equal to or greater than the intent of the
code.

(6) VARIANCES - The act of nmmking judgenent(s) that the
requirements of a code will not be inplenented and in lieu
another requirement will be utilized which is not equal to
the code intent.

(7) WAIVER - The act of nmmking a judgenent(s) that the
requirements of a code will not be inplenented in a
particular application although it is required by an
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C.

(8)

appl i cabl e code.

AUTHORI TY HAVI NG JURI SDI CTION - The official(s) legally
designated by the Director, IHS, to interpret codes for the
agency. Decisions by the designated Authority Having
Jurisdiction shall be final and binding for the agency.

Backgr ound

(1)

(2)

Codes are utilized by the IHS when determ ning the

requi renments for new construction, renovations, alterations,
noder ni zations, and repl acement to the real and/or persona
property. Wen requirenents are deternined and inpl ement ed
into construction of facilities, procurenent of equipnent,
repairs, and/or maintenance of the structure or equipnent
there is a need to periodically review or nonitor these
requi rements. This becones necessary to ascertain that the
agency established mninmal requirenments are continuously

mai ntained at all its existing installations. At tines,
requi renments are erroneously allowed to becone | ess than the
agency mnimal acceptable criteria or nore recent editions of
a code may require changes that apply to new or existing
applications in the agency.

Mai nt ai ni ng conpliance with codes involves a three step
pr ocess.

a. | npl enent ati on

IHS staff (i.e., Engineering Services, Area Facilities
Engi neers, Safety O ficers) inplenent codes when naking
deci si ons on replacenent and renovation of structures
and equi prent, and/or nai ntenance and repair of the
personal and real property.

b. Enf or cenent

1. The Safety O ficer at an installation generally
enforces safety related requirenents through
periodi ¢ docunented inspections.

2. Accreditation bodies (i.e., Joint Conm ssion on
Accreditation of Hospital Organizations) enforce
life safety requirenents of the structure through
periodic reviews during accreditation surveys.

C. Interpretation - Inplenentation of codes require
occasionally that judgenents be nade when a code is not
clear on an application or allows an interpretation on
the part of the authorized official. In IHS
interpretation of codes rests solely on the Authority
Havi ng Jurisdiction duly designated by the Director
| HS.
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D. CGui del i nes

The Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) in the IHS shall consi st
of ajoint comrttee forned by the Directors of Engi neering
Services (ES) Seattle and Dallas to resolve conflicts between
codes, differing interpretations of code requirenents, or
conflicts between IHS criteria and a code. This joint conmittee
shal | be the sole source of guidance for all code interpretation
required at all levels in the agency. The joint comrittee’'s
deci sions shall be binding on all applicable work. These

deci sions shall be appropriatey disseninated.

E. Pr ocedur es

(1) Any occurrence requiring an interpretation of a code in IHS
shal |l be reviewed, concurred, and approved in witing by both
Directors of Engi neering Services.

(2) Al approved ES code interpretations shall be submitted in
witing to the IHS Health Facilities Advisory Conmittee
(HFAC) at Headquarters, Division of Facilities and
Envi ronment al Engi neering (DFEE) for agency archival and/or
publication in the Techni cal Handbook for Environnental
Heal th and Engi neering as an agency established
interpretation. The appropriate ES office initiating the
request for a code interpretation shall be responsible for
forwardi ng the docunentation to the I|HS HFAC i n Headquarters.

(3) ES Staff or consultants are not the designated Authority
Havi ng Juri sdiction; however, they may be utilized by the ES
Directors to assist themin any technical evaluation of an
i nterpretation.

(4) Any enployee in the |HS may subnit a request for code
interpretation through the appropriate ES Director in their
jurisdiction.
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